“Unique People” celebrate a warm
home and safe space

Story and photos by Osjua Newton

Unique People Services (UPS)
celebrated its first open showcase with
a community breakfast forum honoring
supporters and clients at one of their
transitional housing complexes in the
West Farms section on Wed., March
30th.

“Everybody wants their own apartment
and everyone wants to live,” said Yvette
Brisset-Andre, Executive Director of
Unique People Services (UPS).

Established in 1991, UPS is a non-
for-profit agency focused on providing
housing and support services for the
homeless, neglected individuals, persons
diagnosed with HIV, and others with
mental illness and other disabilities.

Currently, the agency provides
permanent and transitional housing for
their clients in the Bronx, Manhattan, and
Queens.

UPS’s scatter site program has 229
scatter-site units — regular single and
family sized apartments occupied by
homeless New York City residents trying
to live as independently as possible
while UPS pays rent to landlords — to
date and often receives referrals from the
New York City’s Department of Human
Resources Administration (HRA).

“The apartments are apartments we
would want to live ourselves,” said Marie
Alphonse, UPS Scatter Sites Program

Director.

According to the NYC Department of
Homeless Services 2010 HOPE street
survey, an estimated 174 unsheltered
individuals were found in the Bronx,
while the City totaled an estimated 3111
unsheltered individuals.

“We are in The Bronx because this is
one of the areas that has suffered from
homelessness... We sought that there was
a need to provide housing, and the main
focal point of the agency has always been
housing,” explained Alphonse.

Darryl Johnson, a client of UPS for
roughly eight months, has found their
assistance both beneficial and truly
caring in nature

For him, the care providers have
been more informative and caring than
at previous housing agencies and bests
some of the care he has found with most
doctors.

Johnson has been diagnosed with AIDS
since 1990.

“Before, certain programs that I was
involved with I was [considered] just a
number,” he said. “I really didn’t have
any one-on-one contact with anybody
until it was time for a reassessment and
they needed my signature, which means
they could get refunded. That wasn’t
personal, it was a business. This is
personal.

UPS plans to expand their program into
Brooklyn in the near future and will be

Yvette Brissett-Andre, Executive Director of Unique People Services, spoke at the
organization’s first open showcase honoring supporter and clients.

celebrating their 20th anniversary with a
gala at the Riverside Church on October
13.

“They provide not only housing
for our clients, but a broad array of
support services such as substance abuse
treatment and mental health services,”
said Jacqueline Dudley, HRA Deputy

Commissioner of HIV/AIDS Services
Administration.

For Johnson, whose life has been
impacted by these very services, there
was much to tout.

“Iamsomebody, [ knowI’m somebody,”
he said. “And they [UPS] never hesitate
to show that you are somebody.”

“Unique People” celebra un calido

Historia y fotos por Osjua Newton

Servicios Unicos Para Personas (UPS,
por sus siglas en inglés) celebré su primera
presentacion con un desayuno comunal
honrando a sus seguidores y clientes en uno de
sus complejos de viviendas de transicion en la
seccion West Farms el miércoles, 30 de marzo.

Yy un espacio seguro

“Todo el mundo desea su propio apartamento
y todo el mundo desea vivir’, dijo Yvette Brisset-
Andre, Directora Ejecutiva de Servicios Unicos
para Personas (UPS).

Establecida en el 1991, UPS es una agencia
sin fines de lucro enfocada en proveer vivienda
y servicios de apoyo a los desamparados,
individuos olvidados, personas diagnosticas con

Yvette Brissett-Andre, Directora Ejecutiva de Unique People Services, en la primera presentacion publica de
la organizacion celebrando a patrocinadores y clientes.

VIH y otros con enfermedades mentales y otras
discapacidades.

Actualmente, la agencia provee vivienda
permanente y transicional para sus clientes en
el Bronx, Manhattan y Queens.

Hasta la fecha, el programa de UPS tiene
229 unidades —ocupados por neoyorquinos
desamparados tratando de vivir tan
independientemente como les sea posible
mientras UPS paga la renta —y a menudo recibe
referidos de la Administracién del Departamento
de Recursos Humanos de la ciudad de Nueva
York (HRA).

“Los apartamentos son apartamentos donde
a nosotros mismos nos gustaria vivir’, dijo
Marie Alphone, Directora de Programa de UPS.

Segun la encuesta 2010 HOPE
del Departamento de Servicios a los
Desamparados, unos 174 individuos sin hogar
fueron encontrados en el Bronx, mientras que la
ciudad totalizé un estimado de 3,111 individuos
sin hogar.

“Estamos en el Bronx porque esta es una de
las areas que ha sufrido de falta de vivienda...
Buscamos donde habia una necesidad de
proveer vivienda y el punto principal de la
agencia siempre ha sido la vivienda”, explicd
Alphonse. Darryl Johnson, un cliente de UPS
por cerca de ocho meses, ha encontrado
su asistencia beneficiosa y verdaderamente
cuidadosa.

hogar

Para él, los proveedores de cuidado han sido
bien informativos y cuidadosos que en agencias
de vivienda previas y el mejor cuidado que ha
encontrado con la mayoria de los doctores.

Johnson fue diagnosticado con VIH desde el
1990.

“Antes, algunos programas en los que
estaba envuelto era considerado solo
un numero”, dijo él. “Realmente no tenia
contacto con nadie hasta que era tiempo de
la evaluacion y necesitaban mi firma, lo cual
significaba que podian ser reembolsados.
Eso no era humano, era un negocio. Esto
es personal”. UPS planea expandir su
programa a Brooklyn en un futuro cercano
y estara celebrando su 20mo aniversario
con una gala en la Iglesia Riverside el 13 de
octubre.

“Ellos proveen no solo vivienda para nuestros
clientes, sino una variedad de servicios de
apoyo tales como tratamiento de abuso de
drogas y servicios de salud mental”, dijo
Jacqueline Dudley, Comisionada Diputada de
HRA para la Administracion de Servicios de
VIH/SIDA.

Para Johnson, cuya vida ha sido impactada
por estos servicios, habra mucho que celebrar.

“Soy alguien. Yo se que soy alguien”, dijo él.
“Y UPS nunca duda en mostrarte que tu eres
alguien”.
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